
                                                                                                                   

 



            

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



  



  



  

Medals Awarded to Lieutenant Duncan Stuart 
Ross Macpherson 

The large medallion shown here was presented to the 
families of service members killed in action during 
World War I.  

The decorations shown are the (L-R)  

1914-15 Star with 1914 bar 

British War Medal 

World War I Victory Medal 

 

They are on display at the Macpherson museum, 
Newtonmore, Scotland. 

Duncan was the only son of Major General Sir William 
Grant Macpherson KCMG CB LLD MB CM, Honorary 
Physician to the King, and Colonel Commandant of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps. 

 

 



Lieutenant Duncan Stuart Ross Macpherson, aged twenty-five, of the 7th Gurkha Rifles, 
was on home leave from India, where he had served on the Persian frontier, when the war 
broke out.  It was then that he was gazetted to the 8th Black Watch regiment, becoming its 
assistant adjutant. As with all officers in the same position he was sent to the front as 
reinforcements. On arrival in France, he was able to arrange an attachment to the 2nd 
battalion, 8th Gurkha Rifles. On 23rd November 1914, the Germans launched a strong attack 
that captured part of the British front near Festubert. The situation was critical, and the 
Indian Corps was ordered to counter-attack at 4 o’clock to restore the line, six hundred yards 
away. The 2nd Battalion, 8th Gurkha Rifles were thrown into the action. Duncan was leading 
the first central company of this successful counterattack towards Festubert, with Major 
Cassel’s company on his left and Captain Bucklands on his left. 

The Gurkhas advanced under extremely heavy rifle and machine-gun fire, crossing the 
muddy, flooded, shell-torn ground of no man’s land, whilst mortars and hand grenades 
landed about. It was close to the German trenches that Duncan was shot in the hip, dying 
shortly afterwards. He died alongside two other British Officers, and seven Gurkha soldiers. 
The incredible effort had nevertheless succeeded in retaking the trenches and re-
establishing the British line. This was the first major Gurkha engagement on the Western 



front and served to demonstrate their reputation for bravery with British commanders. 
British reports repeatedly praised the steadfastness, discipline, and courage of the Gurkhas 
during this significant attack.  Duncan was buried in Bethune, following a simple ceremony, 
on 25th November.  There was no time for a full military funeral. This letter was written six 
weeks beforehand to his aunt, Florence Macpherson, in Edinburgh and is the only remaining 
letter from his life. He was a professional soldier, unmarried, and had previously, in 1913, 
passed the examinations for promotion to Captain with distinction. 

His father was Major-General Sir William Grant Macpherson KCMG CB LLD KHP MB CM. 
Duncan was his only son, and the loss was deeply personal for him. His father “Tiger Mac” 
was, at the time, the chief medical adviser to the Indian Corps, as well as being honorary 
physician to the King.  The two had spoken just a few hours before the counterattack. His 
tragic letter to his wife following Duncans death is attached. The General never spoke a word 
about the loss of his only son again, even when he returned to Fettes College, their mutual 
school, to unveil the Great War memorial in 1921. He went on to write the official medical 
history of the war. Their medals are displayed proudly together at the Clan Macpherson 
museum in Newtonmore, in the Highlands.  

Copyright © of Andrew Notcutt, whose great-grandmother Duncan had written this handwritten letter.  



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The Bond of Sacrifice: a biographical 
record of all British officers who fell in the 

Great War". Vol. 1 Aug-Dec 1914 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Extract from The Roll of Honour, A Biographical record of His Majesty's Military Forces  fallen in the 
War, by the Marquis de Ruvigny, Volume I., The Standard Art Book Company, Ltd, December, 1916: 

MACPHERSON, DUNCAN STUART ROSS, Lieutenant, 7th, attached 2/8th, Gurkha Rifles, only child 
of Surgeon-General William Grant MacPherson, Army Medical Service, C.B., C.M.G., K.H.P., by his wife, 
Elizabeth Anne, daughter of J. Clunas, of New Orleans and Nairn; born Bushey Heath, co. Herts, 23 Aug. 
1889; educated Westminster, Fettes College, and Royal Military College, Sandhurst; gazetted 2nd 
Lieutenant, unattached List, 20 Jan. 1909; served his first year in India with the 2nd Black Watch; was 
appointed to the Indian Army, 11 March, 1910, and promoted Lieutenant 20 April, 1911; served in India 
with the 7th Gurkha Rifles at Quetta and, during the winter of 1912-13, on the Persian Frontier; was in 
England on leave when war was declared in Aug. 1914, and was appointed Assistant Adjutant of the 8th 
(Service) Battalion The Black Watch at Aldershot, where he took an active part in the training of the 
Battalion He went to France early in Nov. 1914, and was attached to the 8th Gurkha Rifles. They were in 
the trenches at Festubert until the night of 22 Nov., when they were relieved. Shortly afterwards the 
enemy attacked and took the line of trenches they had handed over, and the Battalion was ordered to 
return and counter-attack on the 23rd; this they did, eventually regaining the lost positions. It was during 
this attack that Lieutenant Macpherson was killed while in command of the leading Company; 
unmarried. Buried at Bethune. Lieutenant Macpherson was a keen golfer and polo player, and had 
passed the examination for promotion to Captain with distinction. 
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https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/lifestory/2863365 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/56165923/duncan-stuart_ross-macpherson 

https://www.clan-macpherson.org/scripts/viewmemdata.pl?record=060b_duncanmedals 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Macpherson_(British_Army_officer) 
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