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&Leccoutt by uvensral W.G.Mecpnerson, {rom letter
deted 26th. November 1914, to his wife, of how
his desr son Duncen fell &t Festubert, nesar

La Bassée, on 23rd. November 1914.

ereseeOn Saturdaytne léth.(nov,) I went teo Indian Army Hesdguerters,and to
thie (field Jﬂhuluﬂﬂbv of Luncap 3 biviélvn, but the day was very wet ana misty
and 1t nad becomL darkbbicre I ned any chanae a; getting te see him, or
- Gomounicate with hime Sir James ¥ilkcocks,; however, had told me that his
Erigede was going to be given a rest out of the trenches, whers theyrnad been
for Threes weeks without a bresak, dnd ¢xpectsd that they would come out about
iuesdey or Wednesday - 17th or luth. One of hls Stefr Officers promised to
saﬁﬁ me & messapge to lct me known when they had come out , and also said that
the rest ovt of the trenches would probably be feur'faur dayse. As this
messgge dic not reach me by Sunday -~ Move 22nd. - ,ithought it had been for-
ggﬁten er miscarried, anc in order not to mlss sscing Lunecen, [ went up to
g&ére his Erigade was on Sunday, which would have been the lest of its 4 ﬁay&’
pwrest, had it comc out né‘wiﬁnﬁidtfg 1 saw the Prigedier, Generel Wachean,
whp told me that the 3th. vurkhes were still 1h the trenchea but ware beling
relieved thet evening. He very kindly sent & message th the 0.C., asking if
buncan could come in and see me in advence of the relief and & message ceme
back to say that he was one of tﬁo,efriue?s eemmenddn=~ in the forward trenches
‘éﬂn he could not be relieved until the new battalion moved in. [ waited aboul
till night and then went out with the besrers to the regimental ald posts at
@® the trenches. uUntil dark it is impossible fer the bearers to gé forward

as‘there is & ccnsp&nt fire kept up along the epprosches. lhe same fire goes
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k-en &t night , but the chances of being hit are not so great, as the firing

is more intermittent snd in any csse nothipg is seen. Durcen’'s Company wes
'zhen being taken out of the trenches, but I missed it on its way back and he
gol into billets for the night at the village, abeut two miies back before I

did. 1 hed hoped to walld bpack with him add heer &ll his news and give him &

mine. 1 esme back, however, with the éelan&l of the 8th. Gurkha Rifles, Col,

Great, who had enly veen a few days with the battalion. e had been posted

to it from Aldershet, where he wasjim camﬁaﬁﬁ of & battalion of the Rifle

Brigade (Kitehence's army). L4& Lad jusl veeateo e cemmand of ithe 4th.

Curkhas and was on Malf-pay whon ths «ar broke out. [ found Dunean on errivel]

at the village walking up the rosd o furn in {or the night. It was then
sbout hali~pagt elaven, but he cana BudN with nme Lo Rheré tha other efficers
of the bettalion wsre, and wae siayaﬁ together wlll sbout half-past one. He
was very cheery 284 looked very well, except fer a throst gnd & egocld - the
result of stending about for £t hours on end In thg forwerd Lreachug. e
had been having bitterly cold wealihwr with IV to 15 degrees of froat, and
there ser: very mony csses of frosi-blte in some of the battalions, though
ot o mmeh in the Gurkhos. I thiak luncen wes glec of & rest, snd I ecant
tell you how fhantrful I wes te kaew thet he was out o the trenches for a2
ﬁ@ﬁile st Bny rete. 'én;ﬁend&y‘tha wheles of the gth. Svrkhas were going Y. 4
nareh beck to Billlets In farme &nd villages some 4 miles or so beck, and
vere to heve thelr rést therec. ilhney were tined to merck off st 8ep. and 1
intended Lo welk baek with him , before :eturnin; to ny onh work wWhich was
ihen aoﬁe 60 miles mmray south ol his Lrenches.

During the uwhele of tiet night there was eenstant rifle and sriillery

iir@ going on, mirs Lhen ueual they seld, and in the eerly morning the machine
v

GGuns werse nerd at it. Homebthing %was evidentiy heppening, and one hsard thet
the (Germans were Lrying Lo breek threegn the lines, which the Gurkhes had

handed over to the relieving battalion the nignt befors.
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shiz preved only too trus, becsuse just es the vurkhsas wepe wmoving off

8t De'clock, & messsgo ceme L& say thnet they were to stand fesi, and
shertly after thst another messc e cmpe erdering them up W & plaé#

sbout helf & mile benind their ol¢ trenches. I welked beck with Luncen

and the battalion to this point, whars thay wers helted in reserve,

while & terrible fight wes apparently going on shsade. | waited withthem
till ﬁﬁaut ten o'clock ead tien seld .oodbye, &s 1 hed Lo goL bLack Lo some
work thst I hed to sttenf to thet cey. ihis was the lest Lhet 1 sew py

of my darling bov slivi. :
FER s SR S S get begk LY By qUBYters alter ¢EFK-ené WOLe By -
1etior te you ol bhet day, (ns.) Mondoy. | alaé feund & telegream frow
Sir James yilbhocks' Jtef? telling ms thetl ifuncan's hatt&liﬁn'wsuiﬁ prebaMH:
be relieved and go int o blllets 9a the Z0rd. sc thet the Siefl hﬁd%wﬁkﬁu
me on the 14bh. They dic nol inoe ol courss of whet hed becn happening
in the mernin: wheén they zent the messages and 1% wes luckf I hed gone up
te see Lupcen without weiting fop it. Cbherwise | would never have seen
; him. A8 {t wes 1 wes with nim only & few hours before he was ki;laﬁ¢
™ : ' i hed ¢ mirs from sir fewes uilleociks sl half-pest
mv?:'aﬁw ﬁﬁ“1ﬂ§#éus‘talltﬂg me Lhet Duncen bad besn klllad on wonday night
| end A&J;nﬁ Lhat zrhﬂxuuﬂra; ﬁ&hié be st Pethuns, but would be rodboned
11 ould iy esr was unfortunsie ¥ under rtgd!yf
having been put out of gear by the frost, but the L.keS. lent me his.

I g0t to lsthune et four o'eloek, but eould heer
nothinge. I went to the gemsPery thore and was told thet & Chspleln wes 8
eoming to holéd & servies over three desd ofTicers. slrsady in their greves
&t five o'eloeck. I did not know what to do, bubt just then & Slimel-08F-+4
@ffiéar cane alnag an& told me thal & messe, ¢ hed Logn sont Le mo. Le
told me that the body hed boen recevered and wes sl Lhe ﬁh&ta&u de uorre
whore I hed stayed on Sundey night with the sleld imbulance, &nc where |
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hed been with L’uﬂjcen that night end pnes following moraing. I went there
éand sa&w the body of Hi-ﬁﬁfllng- ne had been hit by & bullet in the right
hip emc one G0 the largeblood vessels must heve Leen injurid. ihe bullet
hed lodgec¢s kis fece had the seme look on it as in the last photogreph,
the one takon when he was &t home in his full dress Surkhe uniform.

1 ihnn gearcihed for the battalion to get news of how he hod diec.

+he bettallon wes not found for & long time amd not wuntil I haé gone to

ahﬁrMaaruﬁ Livision Kcadqnnrtars- £11 the time it wes at the vilisye

e Gorre, quite close to the Chatesu, but newhwere visible when [ was

pr POFTLE YT ESL0RET brént Tound the el wi’&h Tanean;. ane ——

from him &nc eone of Lhe netive of'ficers § &0t mars or lest minute particul

Dunesn's own Subsdar was slso killed. ihe curkhes hac renmaindé in reserve

till 4 o'clock, but iunean had been aeﬁt in edvence with his compeny befor
them. The «ormens &t Lhis time hec possession of the whole line of the
forward tronches, occupied the night before bty the Jurkhes. Thay nad deiv
out the batialion whieh h&d¢ relieved the Sth. durkhes snd as Lunecan kaow
tha ground he wes sent in commend of his cunpany in advance. 2t 4 a’elosk

the arders cene 'OF the whole of the treeps tc ebvence, deliver & eauntur—
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E whe s < xunc&n wes with his camb&n;a zwo cthex ccyp&n‘tz u; e bs tui;gp

wéné‘? srad te‘uwe on and ﬁﬂh Mn ny, ts.m. then ul]. Wm m savence toge

to the attack, Luncan wes in the gentre with bqyur Cessele' gompany on

f !
his risnt end Cept. luchlends Compeny on his lefi. 4 batialion or aienccasi

were on the loft ef this and then ekme Lhc remeining companies ol Lhe 2/#

umma]um” Major Elliot ef the 1/7¢h . @ol. Grent wee eonmmnaing ths wh

of the eounter-stteeck. Uns or twoe oﬁnxrgﬂiigtuin support ef inecluding the
Conneught sangers end the 107th. Fiommers.(ymjor Stevens' regiment).

ine atteck wes delivered in the midst of & perfaet rain of fire
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from vifle, machine guns, and ;hrapnel. és well as hand and mortar bombs,
but the three companies of the 2/8th. with Luncan in the centre, took the
trenches and captured & lerge number of Jermsns, mechine guns,bombmortar,
and rifles. Cassels, Luncan and iuchlamd led the Attsck right up the
trenches, and it wes within 15 yards of them that Lunean fell. ke wes eble
te tell the man who came up to him te let Major Cagsels know thet he was
wounded and o ssk for water, but thet wes all. Maejor Cessels got into the

trenches and was then blinded by grit threwn _into his eyes from & boemb.

"I sew him yosterdey in Wospital and rortunetely there 15 no lnjury th the
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eyes and he will be it in & day or twoe. Capte Dueklend wes untouched,
but Msjor Elliot emsthe other flank of the atteek wes killed, and snother
officer is missing. He jor Elllot's body was not recovered and is éupposad
to have been buried iIn the trenehes. ‘Lunean fecll in the open.

that is &ll. He behaved gellently end eccursgecusly, &s sll do, and
hes ended his life in the supreme noment of & flerce battle. It is a death
which everyone im the front lines is facing every memen£ of the day and

night, and I have been more fortunats¥ than most in having been with him

~on the very day he was killed. We buricd him with others in the cemetery

&L sethune yesterday mornnn&*. Ah“r; WEeE no QOLCIJL'S funsral; Jqu& dlmpla

iﬁﬁiﬁ ? ﬁ\?mhlhaewiu by the Liviaion&l chapla.in, ¥r Irwln, whe

throughout has been most kind. Genersl Anderson, Commencing thc Livision,

- Colonel Issack~one of hlis staff- who wes in huet & with us, and the A=D+M+S.

5eerut Livlsion, and the D.A.D.M.S. both of the Livision cné of the Indien 6

% Corps,the latter, Capt. Cunningheam being; an old Pettesisn, were the enly ones

. present .

I was given & plan of the attack by Col. urant and merked on it is the

place where Lunecan fell. I will be e&ble to identiry it afterwerds on the ==

ground sometime or other,

slkednesday, 25th. vovember.)
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